
BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

SOlJTHERN ZONE, CHENNAT 

OA. No. 2J8 /2024 

IN TH E M ATTER OF: 

Tribunal on its own motion SUO MOTU based on the News Item in 
'The Hindu ' Newspaper dt: 25.06.2024, under the caption, "Illegal sand mining 
continues in Cauvery river in parts of Karur di stri ct, all ege activists" before 
NOT ( SZ) Chennai 

INDEX 
S.NO PARTICULARS PAGE NO. 

1. Affidavit on behal f of MoEF&CC , 
01-08 

2. A copy of the Notification S.O. 637 (E) dated 
28.02.2014 is marked and annexed herein as 09-10 
ANNEXURE R3/1. 

'l A copy of the Notification S.O. 1886 (E) dated _). 

20.04.2022 is marked and annexed herein as 11-16 
ANNEXURE R3/2. 

Place : Chcnnai 
Dated: 18.09.2024 

D . ,.... r, ! d ' I • '. , · 3 0 8 n I 

IJls'eg1nn;: · r • ' h -[ 6 CC 
Sha srn Bh.r ,',. ·, 1 • : ·

1 ,·.vf, Rri ;;id , 

I / "I ' 
/ 10 /11 I ;0 JJ-r 

Advocate for MoEF&CC 



1 

BEFORE l 'II E 1-ION'BL F. NAT IO NAL GREE N TR HHJNAL 

SOl lTHERN ZONA L BENCII ; CIIENNA I 

Original Application No. 238/2024 

lN THE MATTER OF: 

News item titled, ''Illegal sand mining continues in Cauvery River in parts of 

Karur District, allege activists" appearing in The Hindu dated 25.06.2024" 

AFFlDA VIT ON BEHALF OF THE MINlSTRY OF ENVIRONlVIENT, 

FOREST AND CLlMA TE CHANGE. 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

I, Dr. C. Palpandi S/o Chendurpandi aged about 43 Years, currently 

\vorking as ·Scientist-D ' at the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEF&CC), Regional Office, Chennai, do hereby solemnly affirm 

and state as under: 

0-f>alfl' flf h 1 
Dr. C. Palpandi 

Scientist 'D' 
Government of Ind ' Reg · ia 
. ional Office, MoEF& 

Shas trr Bhawan H CC 
Nungambakkarn 'ch addo"."s Road , 

, enna1. 600 006 
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l. That I, in my official cnpac ity or ·s cicnti st-D' in the Ministry of 

Environment. Forest rrnd Clim ate Change, in the abovc-mcnti.one<l matter, 

am conversant with the facts and circumstances or the case on the basis of 

official records, and as such authorized and competent to swear thi s 

affidav it. 

"' It is submitted that a short affidavit is being filed by the answering 

respondent at this stage and craves leave and I iberty to file a detai led 

Counter Affidavit to the aforesaid application, as and when required. 

3. That, the instant Original Application is registered suo motu on the basis 

of the news item titled, published in the Hindu dated 25.06.2024 "Illegal 

sand mining continues in Cauvery river in parts of Karur District, allege 

activists" . It is stated in the news report that, the illegal sand 1nining is 

taking place in Karur District of Tamil Nadu. The sand quarries on the 

ri verbed of the Cauvery and the Kolli clam rivers remain closed illeoal 
, 0 . 

sand mining continues in a few areas in Karur. The article further 

highlights that the illegal sand mining is taking place at various points 

from the Cauvcry river. It is also stated that there is no activitv durino 
... ~ 

daytime, the habitual sand miners indulge in smuggling of sand between 

11 p.m. and 5 a. m. 

Dr c . . Pa/pa . 
G Scientist 'O• nd, 

o overnrn 
r,e · ent 

Sh 9~na/ Ott· of~d~ 
asr, 1 8 . tee M 

Nun hawa ' Of:.F& 
'9an,bT ,. n, Hadd Cc 

· Kl'\rl n, ,._ . Ow.-: t:> _ 
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4. It is most respectfully submitted that the Stale Department of' Mines and 

Geology is the Nodal /\uthority in th e State for denling with the all otment 

of mining leases under the Mines and Minerals (Development and 

Regul ation) Act (.l\.1MDR Act) and is entru sted with the enforcement and 

regulation of mining operations in a State including iJlegal mining. 

Further, the State Government is empowered under Section 23 C of the 

Mines and ivlinerals (Development and Regulation) Act 1957(MMDR 

.Act) to make rules for prevention of illegal mining, transportation and 

storage of minerals. 

5. That, the I\1inistry issued Environmental Impact Assessment (herein after 

referred as ·'EIA ") Notification dated 14th September, 2006 which 

requires ce11ain projects to obtain prior Environmental Clearance ("EC") 

before any construction work in case of new projects or expansion and 

modernization of existing projects or activities. The Schedule to the 

Notification details the categories or projects or activities which require 

prior environmental clearance. 

6. It is further submitted that all jJro_1· ccts and act·'1\t'1t1'es b 11 are roac y 

categorized into two categories - Category 11A" and Catenorv ''8" b ~c.d 
. t:i ~ , ase 

on the spatia l extent of' potential impacts and potent1· -:.. t ·1111 t , 1 ' ' • pac s on 1uman 

r, . /)11/p/;mJJy 

Dr. C. Palpandi 
Scientist 'D' 

R ~overnment of India 
Sh eg1ona1 Office, MoEF&CC 

as tn Bh awa n H 
Nuni:i,Hnh:i ttL·~- ·~ . addows Road , 
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health and natural and manmade resources. All projects or activities 

included as Category 'A' 111 the Schedule, including expansion and 

modernization of existing projects or activities and change in product 

mix. require prior environmental clearance from the Central Government 

in the fvlinistry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) 

and all projects or activities included as Catego1y 1 B' in the Schedule 

require prior environmental clearance from the State/Union teITitory 

Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA). 

7. That, in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Central Government 

under sub section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 

1986 and in accordance with the procedures specified in the EIA 

Notification, 2006, SEIAAs have been constituted in different States/UTs 

to discharge the functions of the regulato1y authorities for the respective 

States/UTs. 

8. That, the f\1inistry vide notification no. S.O. 637 (E) dated 28.02.2014 

de legated the pO\ver to SElAA to issue show cause notice to project 

proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the Environmental 

Clearances (EC) issued by the said Authorities to projects or activities 

within their jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project 

(l . fr,lfrlhl/t;. 

Dr. C. Pa/pandi 
Scientist ·o• 

Government of India 

Re91ona1 Office. MoEF&CC 

Sh as1 ri 811a .\,an. H aodows R 
" ' ,1,· . ·,, .• i ' ' C , oad, 
, ' . ' ' I\ ,'\ :, "ll, l:,; r, nc1, . 60 0 006 
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proponents for keeping such EC in abeyance or withdrawing them, if 

required, for violations. A copy of the Notification S.O. 637 {_E) dated 

28 .02.2014 is marked and annexed herein as ANNEXURE R3/l. 

() That, the tv1inistry vide notification S.O. 1886 (E) elated 20.04.2022 has 

delegated the power to the State Level Environment Impact Assessment 

Authority (SEIAA) to grant Environmental Clearances to all minor 

mineral mining projects, irrespective of mine lease area and :S 250 ha 

mining lease area in respect of major mineral mining lease other than 

coal. A copy of the Notification S.O. 1886 (E) dated 20.04.2022 is 

marked and annexed herein as ANNEXURE R3/2. 

I 0. It is most respectfully stated that, the Ministry has formulated the 

guidelines i.e. "Enforcement & rvronitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining'' 

(E\,1GSM-2020) supplemental to the existing guidelines i.e. Sustainable 

Sand Management Guidelines 2016 (SSMG-2016), which focus on the 

effective monitoring of the sand mining since from the identification of 
'-' 

sand mineral sources to its dispatch and end-use by consumers and the 

general public. Fwiher, this document will serve as a guideline for 

collection of critical information for enforcement of the regulatory 
o . P:,J J}l,nr'1t 

Dr. C. Pa/pandi 
Scientist 'D' 

Government of India 
Regional Office, MoEF&CC 

Shastri Bhawan , Haddows R 
Nung· b kk oad , 

am a am, Chennai. 600 006 
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provision(s) and also highlights the essential infrastructural requirements 

necessa ry for effective monitoring for Sustainable Sand Mining. Further, 

EIVIGSM-2020 & SSMG-2016 shall be read and impl emented in sync 

with each other. In case, any ambiguity or variation between the 

provisions of both these document arises, the provision made in 

''Enforcement & Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining-2020" shall 

prevail. 

11. That, Ministry of Mines has prepared a 'Sand Mining Framework ' in 

consultation with Mining Departments of the States incorporating best 

practices amongst States and suggestions based on the objectives of 

sustainability, availability, affordability and transparency in the and 

mining. The ' Sand Mining Framework' has been circulated to all the 

States for necessary action. 

12. It is humbly submitted that, the State Pollution Control Board is the 

Nodal Authority in the State for dealing with cases related to pollution or 

environment management coming under the purvie\v of the ·water 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, I 974, the Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and the Environment (Protection) Act 

1986. r' /)~/f)IJnt&y, 

Dr. C. Pa/pand· s . , 
c1entist 'D' 

Government of I . 
Regional Off nd1a 

Shas tri 9.. ice, MoEF&cc 
N ,,awan Had 

ungambakk ' dows Road 
am, Chenna; - 600 006 



rt1~ 1 in , it;w of the aforementioned facts and ~ir~un1stan~~s. this Hon •bh: 

Tribunal ma~ kindl~ be pleased to pass 3'f'J='ropri~ue ordert_s) directions us 

the J ton ·ble Tribunal m2.: deem fit and propl'r in the interest ofjustil:e, 

Or C. Pnlpnnd i 
Sctc,,ntri t 'O' 

r. -''l= ~,,,,1 -=> ,11 vf l1111cl, ; 
~ .: . n.,-.,t Orfo . .,, Mor , ~ CC 

-: .. ,. ~ · 1P q• ,H1 H ~ffdJw, •<o.&d 
t. -4 .: ~ u 4 sJ • I . C ,, ., I I I I ,.l I I qJ O 00.G 
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VERIFICATION 

Verified at Chennai on this I 8
111 

day of September, 2024 that the contents of 

this affidavit based on official record(s) maintained and information available 

in the office are true and correct, no part of it is false and nothing has been 

concealed there from. 

O. /Jc1IJ)11N&t✓• 
DEPONENt 

Dr. C. Pa/pandi 
Scientist 'D' 

~overnment of India 
Re~1ona1 Office. MoEF&cc 

Shastri Bhawan H 
Nungambakkam Ch addo~s Road, 

' enna, - 600 006 
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fO-.GD. NO. D. L.-.WXW.>9 

311:.f C [ cFrt ~, ;;rl 
<ihe <GaLette of 3ndia 

'-.._... 

3ffi'TmruT 
EXl 'RA()RIJINAl{Y 

'ITTTI. ll_;'@ils 3-3'Q'-Wlls OiJ 
PA Rf 11-Scct ion 3--Su b-scclio11 (ii) 

mf~ ft Qcfii~ld 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITV 

ti. 545] ~ f<;ttli , ti•l<'lcm ,-lffif 4, 2014~ 13 :• ,·935 -----
No. 545] NEW DELBJ, TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014/PHALGlfNA 13, 1935 ======================================================================-== 

qqfo{Oi 3ffi" cFf ~ 

3tf~ 

~ r~~-01 . 2s ~. 2014 

<:fil.3TT. 637(3l).-~ fficfiTT. ~ (r-f{zyrf) 3Tfilf.l<m . 1986 ( 1986 <nf 29) <Fl' '1-.ffil 23 &IT1 ::R,'m ~ ­

cr.i vwi ~ '[Q ~ ~ cfi1 i.mi s ~ 311,fR ~ f.mm ~ ril ~ <m~lUJ) :an~ff-P-:m, 19s6 cii1 "m.1 3 <ir 
-zq- eiro (3) i;i ?rl~.fR ~ ~ GRJ Tffuo ~ TTT.1: ;;:rtjt ~ ::.m ~1$1 ~l':TTUT WtttTTa. 'SITTT-~- ( F-1-f.· w.i 
$.fiq-, <l'-<~ '3<Rl' mfi-Tcfi'tUT cITTn Tf<TT 7-) <11i ~ mf~ !;ru' -3,'fT.RT 3ff,:rcT-ilfun <fi '%TT qfl:i➔i ..:111.:ffi <ll ra>m ~ 
"m ~m ~ 3Rrtifu,~"f cff1 vrn1· #. ,,~ c1~ ~ ii 1:j'~ '\fRflq-zj. 'ifi1 q;ITUj ~ 3,1 -1,R..., :iFl ~ ;:;,..n 
~ !i'~ ~ wir-; fcf. c.;,";{1,--1 ~ ;,11f:w~i· cii" Tf.Ii SIPW~·1::,11 '$1 \llcH-iti_o1 7;'f;1 ~ - 7.l1 '3c@ s,fi~ ·r.n1 ~ 5 <ii 

"'2,i:r,i~~i ::.:i ~ wk!--l c-l Tml 7;j'R ~kf.F-1 Jff,;f,T{ ;f.T w.i ii BP-fi fun -q· 1't'm ~ ~ ~- 7.ITT ~~ ii m 
.::i:if(li;h'!:!IJll <F- n--rri ~<R1 ~ 1 'J«W.;v.ni zj 1D:ft ,fllfcTTUT .:-1-114811.i( cf,] -:, ,;:,· mzjT@ ~ 7.!1 qp:rn ~ ~R ~ ~ 1 

;ITTi ·m ".f.1 ~licw~·j cf.1 ~ ~hr-l ~! ~ I 

[~·. il- 11013n1201 :1- :;m -er. ( ~ ) J 

~~-~~ 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAND FORESTS 

NOTIFICATION 

Nl:w Delhi . the 28th Febrnary. 20 I •I 

s.o. 637(E).- l n l.!Xcn; is,e ul' the powL·r.~ cunfcrrcd by ~ee l ion 2:1 or the Envirnrunent ( ProteL·tion) J\d . 19~6 ( 29 (' f 
198!.i . Ilic C\.'.ntral Guvcrnmenl 11l·rcby dekga1cs 1he powers ves ted in it u1H.kr Sl'C tion 5 of tht: ~a id AL' l tl.

1 ;Ill tlw StaL_I.! and 
\ lnio11 Tl:ffitory Env,ronrncnt Impact As:'.CSsrncnl Au1hnri1ics (l·lcrt:inafter n:ferrcd 10 r\S thl' ~:11d 1\111hnn 11 es) l'OllSlllllk'J t;v th C' C,:ritral (jnvernrnent under sub-section (3) ul' section 31)!' E11viro11111en1 (Protect inn) Act , 1 lJX6, I~ issue shuw ca'.ts.: 
11

;)llu' 
10 

pro ,cc l ptuponcnt~ 111 va::.e ol. \' tola1i o n ol the conditions of lhl: L' t1 V1oru11 111e11L cku1.·u llrl'~. 1:,, u\.'.d b) the i-,'.,d. 
· · · · · 1· · t · j' · • ·1· ) t llh · ·:\Ill 1>ro11'l'I p1\1pom·111~ Im •\uthmi<i ., tu 

1
)roje.ch or :11: 11v 11ie), ~11 th 1n 1l1l'1r 111r1 s1 1c 11 0 11 ant tu 1~,111' l 111.: l 1111 , , 1 ,, . 

' l -
1 

• I r 1•11 1 11\ s ... 11hJel.'t ld the nind111Pn 1,. .. ,1i ;1~ ·, Ul: h t"ll \ IWrlllll'llt d e;1 r:1ni:c ~ Ill ;1bl.' ) ;11 1i::e Pt' w 11hdraw 1n g. 11 i: lll . ti ll"lj lllrl ( • or \ Ill• 
1 

· •. · . . . < r· 1· ,;:c • I . , . ·If · \\' 1,. . tltc 11ni vt~t ull~ ol ,i:L' ltllll ., o l ll' !ll'l l tin: ( ·i: ,11 ra l (111vi.:rmm: 111111,i y r.:vnk .: ~uch dl'il'g;111n11, ,, 1111we1, 111 Ill.I) 11 .,1.: 11 . (> , • • •• • . . . . ' · · · (' • •1· · · 1 t' · ,, .., ·1rv 1111hi: publ1r rnt i:ri:\ l ~;ud .'\ 1.:I. if 111 tll <.: 11pi111on o f tlw C l' nlr:tl (111 \ e rn11 1v111 , ui.: ll :1 .11u1 , ,· " ' .i, 1< 11 1" 1 , \ • · . 
I Nu. J-1 IO 13/2/20 I J-1 ,'\ . tl )I 

AJAY TY/\Gl. Jt. S1•.:y. 

\ 1 1 



-
THE Gt\ZETrE OF INt?A : EXTRAOIWINARY [PART 11-SEc. 3(iifl 

~ 
-:rJ f~ , 2X i:imriJ, 2111 4 

~.arr. 638(31).-~ ~. r.p~f.:n u1 ( t-11:~) 31fm:P.fT-l , l <)~r, ( 19Xli i:fi1 29) <lft ?-.rrn I') '::i; ~ (<fi ) r,m ~ 

~ - cfil Sl?Wl <fi<.~· 111-~ ·~ c.F.T ~ml ~ !>11:flul~ <'F lt.ln., ·n:n:1 m-.!; "3T-1 HrPrlt cfi zj•q (,) # ~ ::rr'.1 -q r;~ 'f. -r-lTli-1 ~y;,,,1fi..-B 

w~ ~ ml!.l ~ ~ ct ~ ·•q ( 2) ll' °3-fITJfura iJTfllq>Dff <TI 3lf "-17:fiTU rT,l '!TTfrrcfPJ ~ t, : 

l. 

mrun 
mn .fcf j{Uf/ .;,9fll<fiTJ 

(2) 

~ ( ~-J'UT ) :.-Hfl iRtfil. 198(1 cfft mu:; c.fi1 ~l'-TIU (3) i'.fl 

31~.ITT ~ mcfiR ~ 7ffiffi ~ <TI "Ht! ~~ ~ ~ 

wwwi ~~ (1IJ:i.tant"Q;.~.) 

~ 3i~ r.R ~ (~.3ll.t~.) cf."fcnri.i ~ i:hl'-lfd,~i 

~ wm, ~ ~ , cR m~ -i:rr ~m iil'-ITT" ~ cR ma.,co 

NOTIFlCA'llON 

New Delhi, the 28th February, 20 l 4 

0 ) 

q,..jjq{UI 3ffi cR ~ ~ '-i?J.1-

fqf,jf!(·i:H'j ~ ~ cn1 ~~cf,(R.{11 

[fr. ~- I l O 13/2/2013 -3TI't r!: ( ~ )] 

~ ?-WTI; ~ ~ 

S.O. 638(£).-ln exercise of the powers conferred by clause (a) of section 19 of the Environment {Protection; 

Act. 1986 (29 of 1986 ), the Central Government hereby authorises the Authority or officer mentioned in column (2) of the 

T::ible hereto for the purpose of the said secti on with the jurisdiction mentioned against each of them in column (3 l of that 

Table: 

S.No. 

(J) 

L 

2. 

TA13LE 

Authority/Officer 

(2) 

State or Union Territory level Environment Impact 

Assessment Authority (SElAA) constituted by the 

Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 

3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

Any Director, Conservator of Forests or Additional 

Prine i pal Chief Conservator of Forests Posted in 

any of the Regional Otlict.!s of the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests c MoEF). 

Jurisdiction 

(3) 

Whole of State or Union Territory 

Jurisdi.ction of the Reg ional Office as 

decided by the Minis try of 

Environment and Forests 

[No. J-1 I OU/2/20 I ~- IA (Ill 

J\J/\YTYAG I. J1. Seq . 

Pi mt.:J hy the M :mJF,l!r, Go, cmmem of [ndi:, Pre,,. Ring l{o:o d , i\foy~puro . New Ddlli - 1 IOO(i .. l 

;,,11.J Publi , h~d by th,'. Conu-olkr o f 1'11h lira11 on, . Ddhi - 11005•1 
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'~ Ii. it.I:;<'!.- 33004/99 REGO. No. 0 . L.-33004/99 

:JI 1:-tcl en, ~l.,IQil 
Q:he CGaLette of Jndia 

B". 1195] 

No. 1'7951 

~ -~--~-l!N. -3-f. -2004202 2.-23 5 241 

CG-OL-E-20042022-235241 

arunIT{QT 

EXTRAORDINAR\" 

\lTlT II-~ 3~-~ (ii) 

PART 11-Scclion 3-Suh-scclion (ii) 

~"ij" ~ 
PlfBLISl-ffiD BY AUTHORITY 

.f°{ ~. ~. $ 20, 2022~ 30, 1944 

NEW DELHI. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022/CHAITRA 30, 1944 

q4fq(OI, <R3ITT:~ qfhd-1 ~ 

~ 
~ ~ - 20 3ffi.f , 2022 

<fir.arr. 1886(or).-~ ~ ~TIJT :it, ;r,, Rr1rrrr ~ ~ ~ if 4<lhP ,,, (*.afl1r) 

:-m.rf.-m, 1986 <fr ITT71 (3) ;fr '.3"4"-ITTTT ( 1) Jl7 ~'HWT (2) ~F ~ (v) ~ :.n.ft;, ~ !/rra,n- "ifil TTTlT i ,~.a 

o"TT. q,frp,,, ~ll4P-W1 frriJT711T 2.-IT~~. 2006 (Blir mil n-rr. TT~TTTf -f31 ,; c~ m~. 2006 ~ 1fl.TT ~). 

qf) ,i, .,,.-i, ,rr ;.f.r ~n,p.nr-.PT =if. fuu: Tf ~ITT~ m. ~ ~ fi'.n;, ~ "ifil.m.1533(3f), ~ 

14 ~w. 2006 :fFl ~ cf.1- t, 
iT7 ~ ~IT ii11,ti1<1 RITTTTIT ~ (~3TT"~) cf.T llorf m 13° ~ 3ftlr.r .:rm~~ 

RTT ~~rr ~ (PTT) q, ~ -~ :~ ¼; ~ 'TT<lT<rrm !?rfu;m cf.T TTTlT m %cJ n'1<f ~ q<: 

t3fltrr °@FF-f'TT, 2006 ~ <l,lill~-~ 1FI ~ ~ qljji-P.'ll (ffi~T'lT) ?.TT~. 1986 <ft- ~JTTT 3 cf.1- ~-mu (3) ~ 

:.r~m 1-.f -~ I lT'TT. ~; 

·11, Tr,7.f ~IT 1TIIT<no f.lW'JT mfucr.nrr ~ q,rr;:.rror ¥r 1p.n-<firT 'Xftm it fi:rrf,-:r , i c;: t- qqr -it 

'l7.ITTT :~~PR •:rm f.i:;q-r ~ :,fl, Tr,i.f r:;:J7 '1T 'l>:!l r~ i iJI ~ 'XFrlTclT ~ -~p1R <>ITT ~ l<ff ~ ~ IT-!-rr '-TITT!/T 

•11~--r T. -~r-:1rrr ir rrfr ;:rr-t, i1 -~~ <r.T B<TT rnn fr,; · · 

·it, 4;;f11.r 1-l"Til-;rr TJ7.I ;:;,. 'lT -i:r.,r1 •.f.r •:p:rfr-rm t f.nr, rnrb:rror ~ft IJ"ITTr ,,::Or ~rr f¥t·.frp, ~ 

~r-'.f"'-'"f. .:rmTTfr ?.; 

irr j,r,i f,, ,rrfj"l'j it. 1:f7J:.'rr ·,r~ t r~~- ;.r,;:.ft ~ •TT'4 "Tf?l<l T(;'fT :~i, 1TPTI"7<f. lTT;rcr it 

rrefu-n •,r-:.r:i 11 f.r rrfnfr~trfr~r "'f.T 71,1.r r.:;:rz {fT ·ift 'l."'1 i<t ,•t f<t ;-,n -:;n 1.m t ITT ~r~ ?°fT'f;-JT rr~hr -irn.rr 
ITTT"-ii <iT 1;,-i:rr,r it 77IT g1'1: i:v.fr,.r "FTl ir rprt,r..r ;;r,r.:rr ~:JW. rr~:r,-n t 

( I J 

1 
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TH E GAZETT E OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PI\RT II- SEC. 3(ii)} 

(1) ~4 if, ~An (iii <ii) ~P-TR~. Pl<;,1R1f©ci~~. 3f~: _ 
(iii <r,J ~ "?:err 7./7 ,i./lJ/R-:t, w f[fefT 1ff,rq it Fief'mr ff lTT ~ ~ ~ ffm 4<1,2,,,1r1 M J.J#JJ.JP7. 

';/tfiFrl-:ti JllT.RTJif #ift qf7.[pf!!~3i'i ~ z:rror r:eft m '?sr' qf?47;;,;..,1if <it~ ITTT TTZTT ~ !TT 7T'fr!r 
c/,1,i;f,1.I} 7lT Fef;r,jf- 7./T fir!lR llT ftif," qf)47.;,;..,73if if; ~ 4114 -., /JJ =t 3fTlr!. f#i4Flwl/YJ" <fiT ~farm- if; 
;?, (! Jfr ~ ~ if 1"'./T ~ 1f714-ift7:1T it 3Tfircn fri(Hild t 3i1z m-m rrr ~ #&I if 7I'4T­
efu-ef'~ 47..,1i.d cir- rrr ~ t. ..:1 r-3· ifeftzr Rr7: YT m 'lf' qn1,.,/rt13ff it- 'R' -if~ FcPn-~-
(2) ~ii. -

(i) 1f?. 1("i.f.) ~ ~.­

(<fi) tj·ir (3) if, -

(cf.) frr-ffl'TI 7grr,f ~ ~ ~u if "> 100 ~ '&rfrf ~ITT"~ f ~ TT, rlS;1~f@a ~ ~. -~,.mt: -
"~ ;r, ~ ~~~~~~~if >250 h~,-4, ~ 1W ITT"; 
(g) ">150 %•-R'P '~. ~ 3TT7 ~P:f{~P-ffitp', "> 500 ~" ~ . 3.!icf,5 m,: 3TtTT~~; 

(Ti) rcf'IT ( 4) if, -

('if.) frr-ct~ ~ ~ #1 it <100 ~~~~ITT~ P rA q,, 

iip", Rl;.lfi'1Rsld nm~. :-;,r<lTr(: -

''rfFJ ~ 1Ff,f ~ $ ftcj,J if lT'4T i'Fl7f lf[T $! 3ff7: ~ T, 3mP-l7" 3Pl' Irpff &'ITT lffeR° rf/" if; 
#efu if <250 ~~gpm''.' 
(g) "<150 ~ .. ~ 'Tcfrit, m ~ 3f~ro ¼i 'firR 9'T "<5oo W-<n"" ~ t;@lcfi, 3N, m, 3r,,,-~ 
~; 

(ii) ~ 1 (lf) ~ ~. -

('cri) RflT (3) it, -

(~) ~ tj ~41 (i) it , "> 50 i.p,,,.m. , ~rll Cf\ ~ m- 3l,P1 ~ ~,.n;r q, "> 100 TflTT'.l1Z "~. ~ 
~3T~~~; 

(79) lf.ll ~ (ii) ~ m- .:icif~ 'AM f2 ,-4, cf.T <fT'l ff-7.fT -;;nnm; 

(~) -i:;r·.:r (4) it, -
,. • , I r, ' • • • ' • ' " 100 i:rm<rr?:' ~ 61i •.f>g dt7 ~ !:.-TT ("-fi) ~ ~ (i) l'.f , "<50 4l(jqj,: "Jrfff., 3f'f, ~ :,f"..TT° 'if. F'.ffi qT, < . 1 

, 

.i,r -mmr· 
' ' 

(~) ~ zj, ,,.q I {ii) it , -

(I) "·,ft, <50,000 ~· 9~. ~~~::.pr T.f1T1 ~ ~; 
(II) R.q (<T) if~ it, "TT <50,000" !?~ . t;TTTT<f, ::,fp: 3fr.f. cf.T T.fPT ff,1TT ~; 1 
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(1f) •=~n r (5) if, ~~(ii) ~ 'T~lTrf. ~ -f.';r~, r ifilf' 1:m-i 11 .,;f, t :r.~nFr--1 Fl-;-rrr lfTT1!TT, ~~ :-

"(Iii) ~Trff-?T-ieftll" 1JF,T it rkfilrt ~ '-.::rrt qfh i7"J{rf(3f/' lf1T '] ;;7J?7J;;r ifefl,r Hf?" rrr 1-:,1,ft if rrfhRf;r ~ ~ITT{ 

::i!T'([lm ''.· 

(iii) T.l~ ·1 ('i:f) t J:Tm-.?t.-

(i:fi) & ff (3) -it, "> 50 -inlT<=nc:" 1.rJ-t-q·;r, 3tzj ~ih :,rnrff it -r.irr,, rrr, "> 1 oo inrr-n-;,_:·• ~ . -rit -,,fr; -~~ 
~ror~-

• '1 ! 

(©") ~hr (4 ) #, "<50 11;11c41 2. ' ~-;:fhr., 3Pfi 3th :,rnr"f ~ r.:;,rn rfT, "<100 i:rrwrr-:" ~ . ~i--f,t m, ~~rr Tr-I 

JfTTTTi · ' . 

(iv) Ile~- 2(~) ~ ~- -

·,n ~.r,3)-it ">1"~~ 2t<n~-P4frfq'{ ">2.5"~W3{7.f-cf.rnaTJfTTTTfr· 
\ ' \ t . J • ' 

{8) @T (4) if, "<1" ~ 31R. ~ ~ flITrf rn:, "< 2.5'' ~ 3l1T 3fef W ~ ; 

:'1) ~~ (5) it ,fihJi-lH m~'Cl'~'TT<'f. f.lt;Jf?.lf@a ~ 3fcf:P~ ~ ~ . 2.f~: -

"rg,:r,:r '-{~{ cf5{:;,; 'J./W fR«r ~(115 'l[.fft;if ~ rn<lf {{Wrpd ~r ~ q/7,q]J/r//3{[ N q;/4r•fl fFFr 

11f410r113ft= iti mT[ k€!¼1r1 efh:rr it~~ 'ffl<" l/T ~ 'Ff!Z. IT, zr;,nfpm, ~ .IT,zrr -;rr;:rr 

WI .>p;Jlll''.· 

(v) ~ 2 (<3) ~ ~. -

(cf.) .:&\IT (3) 1=i- ,lcltll4H 5,1f/4f2>-11 -;r,,-~~~; . 

_''..-fr¥ ~li~rf '11'-ffirn 1lW ;;r, .:rP--T 11,4:11,a ~ ~~ ~ tfF €M-· '1'T ~ --(1• ~ ~ 

fr.m JfRff WIT 7TT ,:p.nfi::;.rra, Tf?f fr!T, "&rR' qftirf-ifr{TslT ~ RV mi:rR ~frm ~ ~I"; 
I ~ 

{v1) J:B 7 (c.f.) ~ ·rrrn-;,,-

("f.) -;:z-.:r (3) #, "1-fm q fJ 1~1 •JRT:m-" !(J ~£1 ~ P ffi T.fT "nm;,-{ q n, t11'51r11,,~ .. !(~ m :Jfl,tit; 

(r:T) Pf'.:f (4) if, f.1 .;i ir1 fi"h1 d"t=r:~~ Pf~ Jll\TTTT, 3f~: -

·•;i-·.it f~HTV qfnlr:;~ , Br;:n1 ~,.~1€ rrftrr ·1:fr ttftt11?1r1 t, JJT ~ ) ~ t 100. ~ 1" 

[1TJ. T-f. 3fr{i,: 3-22/ 10/2022-:,rrfy. 111] 

"if. ~ ;;pTT' 6ll'1Jctifl , ~ 1TITT 

~ · o/1 ~PpFn ·1n-r,r :;,r •T:j'1-rn1 , ·-:,p11 ·-:11ru1 , '.niT II. 1sh: Ill , l 'f-,q-$ (ii), -m~ T ,r.r. :m. 1533( '>T), <fl--ft.s 

14 ~ . 2006 ITTTr 1,1,r,rµ rn f.r 111· ~-fr dr-r ·=-rf-u-1-;r.r-r11 ril:=?.rr cf.T .m . 1807(~). ~ 12 ~. 

2022 ~Pl ·i f:rrr 1l~rnr,=r W-TT •PTT ~n I 
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4 THE GAZETTE OF INDI/\ : FXTRAORDINARY (PART II- SE_:-~-

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CI-IANGE 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, lhc 20th April, 2022 

s.o. t886(E).- WI-IERE/\S , the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment 

and Foresrs. in exercise of its powers under sub-section (I) and clause ( v) of sub-section (2) of section (3) 

or thc Environment (Protection) Act , l 98(i has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification , 

200(1 (hereinafter referred 10 as the EIA Notification, 2006), vidc number S.0.1533 (E), dated the 14th 

September. 200(, for mandating prior environmental clearance for certain category of projects; 

And whereas, the State Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (SEIAAs) have been 

constituted under sub-section (3) of section 3 of Lhc Environment (Protection) Act, l 986 for 

implementation of the El A Notificati(~n. 2006 at State level for exercising delegated powers to consider and 

grant Environmental Clearance (EC) tor all proposals under Category B; 

And whereas. the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen years in the EC 

appraisal process and the process al the State ~eve I bas. ~ls_o been made completely on line through the 

PARIVESH portal for efficient and transparent disposal of EC proposals; 

And whereas. the Central Government deems it necessary to further decentralise the EC process for 

facilitating clearances at State level ; 

And whereas, as on date, category 'B' projects, relating to national defence and strategic 

importance with significant element of security involvement are also being appraised at the State level 

which, the Central Government deems it necessary to be appraised centrally taking into account national 

security concerns; 

Now, therefore. in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section 

(2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of I 986),rcad with sub-rule( 4) of rule 5 of 

the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986. the Central Government, after having dispensed with the 

requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of Lhc said rules, in public interest, hereby 

makes the following further amendments in Lhe notification of the Government of lndia, in the erstwhile 

Ministry of Environment and Forests , number S.O. J 533 (E), dated the 14th September, 2006, namel y: -

ln the said notification,-

( I) in paragraph 4, for sub-paragraph (iii a). the following shall be substituted. namely: -

(iii u) Such ~:arcgo,:r 'B · project.~, relaring ro the Nario11~I defence or strategic o r securiry imponance 0 ,­

those as 11ot!/1ed by the Central Govern111e111 on lJccou11t <d exigencies sue/, as pandemics, nat11raf disasrers 

or to promote e111·iro111n<:11tally.frie11dly activities under National Programmes or Schemes or !vfissio11s or 

such projects which are i11ordinate!y delayed b(!yond the stipulated timeline as laid doivn in this 

not!fic;ation and also meet the criteria as laid down in this regard ji·om time to time. shall be considered al 

the Cemra/ level as Cmego1J' 'B 'projects: 

(2) in the Schcdule,-

(i) against item 1 (a).­

(a) in column (3 ).-

(A) for '_'> I 00 ha. of mining lease area in respect of non-coal mining lease'', the following shall 

be substituted, namcly:-

">250 ha mining lease area in respect of major minera l mining lease other than coal"; 

(B) for the symbol, figun:s and letters ·'> 150 ha", the symbol , figure s and letters "> 500 ha'' 

shall be substituted ; 

(h) in column (4),-

( A) for ":S 100 ha of min ing kasc area in respect of non-coal min~· le.Jsc", the followitH!. shall b~· 

subst1rutcd. 11mnclv·- ~ 
' ., . 

:·J\ !I mi.l~ing_Je~~~ ,.u-e'.1 in rcsp_e~t of minor minera l mining leases and S 250 ha mining lease area 

in respell oJ rn,uor mineral 111rn111g lease other than coal"; 
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(B) for the symbols, fi!.!ur~:; nnd lctlcrs "< 150 h•t" 1l1c sy111l,<)l s ·fi d I 
I 11 b I 

· 
1 

~- · · - ' ' - · · • 1 gurcs an · etters "< 500 ha" 
s HI e Sll )Stllutcc: -

(ii) aga1ns1 item 1 (c).-

(a) in column (J).-

(A) in serial nmnbcr (i). for the symbols, figures and le1ters '·> 50 MW'' I , . 
fi (J -er ··1 d I ' tt . ,, .. 1 (')() M\11'' I II b - . ' t 1c symbols 

olll ~ , n e CJ s i':. . ,v s HI e subst11uted; 

(13) Serini number (ii) and the entries relating thereto shall be omitted: 

(bl in column (4),-

(.'\) in serial number (i) , for the symbol. figures and letters··< 50 MW'', the symbol. figure s 
and letters "< I 00 MW .. shall be substituted ; 

(B) in serial number (ii) ,-

(1) the word, symbol and figures ··and < 50.000 ha ." shall be omitted; 

(11) in point (c) in the table. the word. symbol and figures "to < 50,000" shall be 

omitted; 

(c) in column (5) . after se rird number (ii), the following serial number shall bt: inserted. 

namely:-

"(iii) Irrigation projects involving Inter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level without 

change in category.··: 

l iii) against item l(d) .-

ta) in column ( 3 ), for the symbols. Ctgun;s and lc1tcrs "2:: 50 MW ... the symbols. ligures and letters 

""2: 100 MW" shall be substituted : 

(b) in rnlumn (4), for rhe symbol. figure s :rnd letter;,, " < 50 MW .. , the symbol. figures and letters 

" < 100 fv1W'' shall be substitut ed: 

(1,·) against item 2(a),-

ta) in column (3). for the symbols and figure " "2: I' ', the symbols and figures ":::: 2.5'' shall be 

,;ubst11utcd; 

lb) in column (4), for the symbols and figure '·< I". the symbols and figures "< 2.5'' shall bt· 

jUbstituted; 

(c) in l'Olunm (5), altt:r the ex isting paragraph. the following paragraph shall be inserted. namcly:­

··1ntcg.ratcd coal mining projects with washeries located within mining lease area shall continue to 

h ~- _;on:-idcrcd at Cl'ntr:tl lc,l'I or State k vc l, as the caSl' may be. as per the extant threshold for coal 

:111 11 1ng pro_1ect:..'': 

( , · ) ;.: g:1i 11 s1 nem 2 (b).-

f a) in co lumn (3), the existing L;n trii:s shall be omitti:cl; 

1,b) in column (4 ). for the symbol , ligurl'S. words and letters .. ..,_ 0.5 million TPA throughput". the 

words "'All mineral bcndiciation projects itTl'Specti vc of thi: prnccdurc for benel.iciatio11" shall be 

;:; ubst.itull:d : 

1 c) 111 co lumn (5). after Lhe cxi s1ing par:1gr:i ph , the rollowing paragraph sha ll be inserted, namt'ly:­

" lntegrated minin g project s with bendiciation plants 1.ocate<l within mining lease area shall 

,.-011tinue to be considered at (\; ntral k vcl nr State kwl , as the case may be, as per the extant 

1hrti> holJ fo r mining projects.'' ; 

(\1 1 ::1gainst n.cm 7 (a ),-

1 .ii i 11 en lilmn (3). fur tli l· "nrds .. / \ 11 projeds1
· , th1:.· words .. (\ 11 new projects" sha 11 be suhst i 11111.:d: 
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( b I m co lumn ( ~ ). the foliowing sha ll be ins.en ed. namcly:-

··A JI l."xpansion., projects. mcludmg a1rsuips. which arc fo r commerc1nl use .·· 

IF. No. u,3-:~2 10-2022-1 :\ .lll l 
Dr. SUIT l,T \ I...\R B...\.IP:-\ YF. E . .It. S-:\.'.y. 

;\oft': The rrinc1 pal not1ficatto n \\a.., pubh~hcc rn lht! Gazette 0f lnd1a. Extr.1ordinary. Pa 11 II. Section Ill. !-Ub-!-cc t ion ( ii ). \ 1dt. number S 0 . I~ 33 El. dated tile 1-hh September. 2006 and \\'as Inst a1ncmkd. \ 1de. the notifica 11 011 numht.·r SO l '11.0- (f: ;. dat~d the l .2 ,h . .\pril. 2022 

. f' 



BEFORE THE HON'BLE 
NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 
SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI 

Original Application No.23 8 of 2024 

Tribunal on its own motion SUO 
MOTU based on 
The news item in "The Hindu" , 
Dt:25 .06.2024, under the 
caption " Illegal sand mining continues 
in Cauvery river in parts of Karur District, 
allege activists." 

...... Applicant 

---Versus---

Tami l Nadu Pollution Control Board 
(TNPCB) through its Member Secretary, 
Chennai And others 

...... Respondents 

Coun·ter Affidavit with 
annexures 

Mrs.Kavitha.P, Ms.1031(a)/2001 
Standing Counsel for MoEF &CC, 

Government of India 

Counsel for Respondent No.3 
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